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  Dear FCE Friends, 
 

Welcome to Mini-Conference 2021! We are 
excited for our being able to gather, conduct 
our business, hear from a wonderful speaker, 
enter our Cultural Arts and Fashion Revue, 
and even have a meal together! The deadline 
is near, so please have at least a voting 
delegate to attend and bring your entries. We 
will also have our basket auction to benefit 
conference hospitality, so each county 
should provide a basket or $50 contribution. 
Lunch and snacks will still have to be 
packaged, but we can do it! Pat Davison will 
bring us up to date on all things conference 
2021. We’re looking forward to a wonderful 
time together, working to keep everyone 
safe and comfortable. Come on, and 
remember to Bee Kind! 
 

Barbara Brown Beeman  
TAFCE-WR President 
 
“Carry out a random act of kindness, with no 
expectation of reward, safe in the knowledge that 
one day someone might do the same for you.”          
                —Princess Diana 
 
 

2021 FOCUS 
 
Bee Kind 
 
 

DATES 
August 10   Mini-Conference, WTREC, Jackson 
Nov. 14-17  TAFCE Conference,         
          Embassy Suites, Cool Springs 
 
“Kindness can become its own motive. We are 
made kind by being kind.”          —Eric Hoffer 
 

 
“Kindness is the sunshine in which virtue grows.”  
    —Robert Green Ingersoll 
 
“Remember there’s no such thing as a small act of 
kindness. Every act creates a ripple with no 
logical end.”       —Scott Adams 
 

REPORTS 
 

UT Report, Dr. Lynn Brookins 
All county offices reopened on June 1st, and 
needless to say, agents were eager to 
reconnect with you and other partners after 
more than a year of being apart. Despite the 
changes, agents persevered through their 
“New Normal.” It was a challenging time 
for many, but they made great progress in 
coping with the pandemic and navigated an 
unprecedented virtual presence that reached 
individuals and families from across the 
country.  
 

The many virtual programs taught as videos, 
blogs, podcasts, food demonstrations, and 
interactive challenges were well received by 
many, and I must say, gained lots of 
outstanding recognition and 
accomplishments. 

 

Currently, agents in the region are 
anxiously waiting for local partners 
to reopen so they can resume 
programming. In fact, in several 
counties, agents have reached out to 
FCE clubs to begin having face-to-
face meetings. I ask that you be 
patient with us as we all adjust back 

to work. Thank you for your continued 
support and staying connected with us 
during the pandemic! We are optimistic 
about 2022! Do not hesitate to contact your 
FCS Extension Agent for programs and/or 
questions.  



**The region website has moved to 
another location: western.tennessee.edu, 
click on Family Consumer Sciences and 
then Family Community Education.  

 

Please note vacant FCS Extension Agent 
positions in the region:  
      -Henderson County   
      -Houston County   
      -Montgomery County (TNCEP)   
      -Haywood County 
 

Respectfully,  
Lynn Brookins  
Program Leader 

 
2021 TAFCE Conference: Patricia 
Davison, Conference Coordinator 
By now, every county president and FCS 
Agent across Tennessee should have 
received the conference registration packets. 
The registration packet can also be found at: 
https://ag.tennessee.edu/tafce/Pages/default.
aspx. The 39th 2021 TAFCE Conference 
Registration Packet and a link to make your 
reservations with Embassy Suites can be 
found in the bottom left side in the News 
section. 
 

If you have not been in touch with Jan Burks 
and Sandra Newman, Goody Bag 
Committee, Pennye Mayes and Betty 
Bequette, Gift Shop Committee, and Willie 
Mae Miller, Hospitality Room Committee, 
on what they need from each county, 
PLEASE DO SO SOON. We also need 
LOTS of volunteers for Registration, 
assisting Cultural Arts and Fashion Revue, 
and in the Gift Shop. Volunteer at least an 
hour of your time to assist us in any 
area…it’s a great way to make new friends 
in FCE! 
 

Start planning your ideas for the Jazzy Jars. 
We will be selling these to help our service 
project, Mirror Lake Recovery Center. 
  

Do not forget that we are having a contest at 
TAFCE Conference, with each county in the 
state asked to participate by making one 
specially decorated or painted mask to show. 
See the information in the registration 
packets for details. 
 

Please monitor our Facebook page, Western 
Region Family & Community Education, 
for more information on the conference. 
This is the best way to keep up to date. 
Contact me at pdavisonfce@yahoo.com for 
more information on ways you can help with 
conference. I’M LOOKING FORWARD 
TO SEEING EVERYONE IN COOL 
SPRINGS!  
 

Secretary, Patty Mayhall 
I have mailed Mini-Conference packets to 
all FCE county council presidents. If you 
plan to attend Mini-Conference, please get 
your fee and lunch information to your 
county council treasurer so that everything 
can be sent to the region treasurer by the 
July 15 deadline. 
 

Treasurer, Emma Shupe 
Registration for Mini-Conference is due to 
me by July 15. Please see the packets sent to 
the county presidents for more information, 
including fees and lunch choices. 
Information and money should be collected 
by the county treasurer, and one county 
check should be sent to me, along with the 
correct information required.  
 

Also, info and dues for all new members 
should be sent to me. 
 
“Love and kindness are never wasted. They 
always make a difference. They bless the one who 
receives them, and they bless you, the giver.”         
        —Barbara De Angelis 
 
“Do things for people not because of who they are 
or what they do in return, but because of who you 
are.”           —Harold S. Kushner 
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COUNTY NEWS 
Dickson 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dickson County FCE Literacy Leaders 
Ronnie Turner (far left), Glenda Booker 
(second from right), and Ms. Lori Link, 4th 
grade teacher (far right), congratulate the 
CHARACTER COUNTS! Essay and 
Artwork state winner, Mikaela Matrille 
(second from left), a student at Vanleer 
Elementary School. CHARACTER 
COUNTS! is the largest character education 
program in the nation. The essay topic was 
Respect. As the state winner, Mikaela will 
represent Tennessee in the national contest. 
The contest is sponsored by FCE Clubs, and 
is open to all 4th grade students.  
 

In partnership with UT Extension, the 
mission of FCE is to strengthen individuals, 
families, and communities through 
education, leadership development, and 
community service. For information about 
FCE, contact Janet Cluck at the UT 
Extension Dickson County Office via email 
at jccluck@utk.edu or by calling 615-446-
2788.  
 

 
McNairy

  

Pictured left to right are Nancy Gegner, 
Secretary Patricia Davison, Melinda 
Browning, President Barbara Isbell, Frances 
Willis, Loretta Plunk, Susie Holley, 

Treasurer Patricia Cates, and UT FCS 
Extension Agent Schancey Chapman. 
 

 

mailto:jccluck@utk.edu


In April, Sharing Hearts FCE of McNairy 
County held our first meeting in over a year 
and set goals for the year. A couple of our 
goals are making preemie quilts for Jackson 
Hospital and making angle gowns for 
Jackson Hospital and other hospitals.  

 
 
 

 
  

 

Sharing Hearts FCE Club had a fun workday 
in May making the Alzheimer’s fidget 
sleeves (pictured on the bottom of the 
previous page). We will be donating them to 
a local nursing home.  
 

We plan on having a craft sale in September, 
so we are busy making homemade items to 
sell for this one-day event in downtown 
Adamsville. 
 

Sharing Hearts FCE is excited about the rest 
of this year, happy to be back together, 
learning and sharing.              —Pat Davison 
 
“Always be a little kinder than necessary.”  
              —James M. Barrie  
 
“Kindness is the golden chain by which society is 
bound together.”    —Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
 
“Simple kindness may be the most vital key to the 
riddle of how human beings can live with each 
other in peace and care properly for this planet 
we all share.”            —Bo Lozoff   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 

FCE is in partnership with the University of 
Tennessee Extension. Membership is open to all 
interested persons regardless of race, color, 
national origin, sex, age or disability.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
FCE Goal: To educate 
 

FCE Mission: To strengthen communities by 
improving the quality of life of individuals and 
families through continuing education, leadership 
development, and community service 
 

FCE Vision: To empower members to be the 
leaders in meeting the needs of our ever changing 
and diverse society 

 

 


