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“These are sad times for the whole world, 
grown unexpectedly sadder by the sudden 
and sweeping epidemic of influenza.”   
  ~Carrie Chapman Catt, 1918 
 

     The 1918 flu pandemic didn’t stop the 
suffrage movement, it just changed some 
procedures. COVID-19 has changed how we 
meet, but not our mission to strengthen families 
and communities!  
     By now you are probably aware that the 
TAFCE Board voted to hold no elections this 
year, and the Western Region Board is following 
suit. It certainly simplifies our current situation 
and does not bring new people into the 
uncertainty.  
     Good news is an opportunity for FCE to 
gather at the UT Research Center in Jackson on 
September 21 at 1:00 PM for our first 2021 
conference planning. Your board will meet that 
morning for our first face to face since L-I-A! 
We do not yet have any UT guidelines for our 
gathering, but it’s probably a good time to show 
off masks y’all have been making! 
     It is time to choose a conference theme for 
2021. Each county is encouraged to make a 
theme board, take a photo, and submit it, along 
with a written description of how to carry out the 
theme, to Pat Davison. That deadline for 
submission is midnight August 4, and voting 
will go through midnight August 11. The top 3 
boards will be submitted to TAFCE for final 
decision, determined at the TAFCE board 
meeting on August 24.  
    Thank you for taking care of FCE, and I hope 
to see many of you on September 21 at 1:00 
PM! 
 

“Things that matter most must never be at 
the mercy of things that matter least.”  
  ~Goethe 
 

Barbara Brown Beeman  
TAFCE-WR President 

 

 
“Rise above the storm and you will find the 
sunshine.”                        —Mario Fernandez 
 

2020 TAFCE-WR FOCUS 
 

BEE THE 
DIFFERENCE! 
 

DATES 
Cancelled  2020 NAFCE Conference 
Cancelled  2020 Mini-Conference 
Cancelled  August FCL Training 
Sept. 21     Conference Planning Session, Jackson,    
       1:00 PM at the Ag Research Center 
Oct.11-17  National FCE Week 
Cancelled  2020 TAFCE Conference 
Nov. 14-17, 2021, TAFCE Conference,      
       Embassy Suites, Cool Springs 
 

“In summer, the song sings itself.”                 
              —William Carlos Williams 
 

REPORTS 
 

UT Report, Dr. Lynn Brookins 
FCS AGENT NEWS:  
During these challenging times, agents have 
adapted to provide innovative programs 
virtually. Some have offered programs in 
private Facebook groups, others have 
offered programming to the general 
population; nonetheless, this "new normal" 
has not stopped the great work agents have 
always provided in local communities. 
 

Agents are still teleworking from home, and 
continuing to practice CDC, state and local 
government, and health officials’ guidelines 
to help reduce the spread of the virus. 
County offices remain closed to the public, 
but agents are available by email or phone. 



Statewide, counties are moving through 
various ‘Phases’ depending on the COVID-
19 cases in each respective county, and will 
reopen and progress through the phases at 
different times depending on cases. As for 
now, agents cannot host in-person meetings 
or other events through July 31, 2020. 
 

Currently, we have FCS agent vacancies in 
Haywood and Perry Counties. We have 
welcomed two new agents: Hillary Clifft in 
Henderson County, and Arianne Price in 
Hardeman County.  
 

Hillary Clifft began work April 1 in 
Henderson County. She graduated from the 
University of Tennessee at Martin in 
December, 2014, with a BS in Family and 
Consumer Science. She worked on campus 
in the State Family and Consumer Science 
Office as an Administrative Assistant, and 
had the opportunity to work alongside some 
of the best Family and Consumer Sciences 
faculty and specialists. She was later 
promoted to the State Extension Dean’s 
Office as an Accounting Specialist. She 
realized the extensive work that went into 
Extension programs, and her desire to 
become an agent strengthened. Since 
employment, she has been networking with 
FCE members and community partners. 
Hillary and her husband live in Carroll 
County. 
 

Arianne Price is the new agent in Hardeman 
County. She is a lifelong learner and 
teacher. Her love for health and wellness are 
a part of her personal and professional 
journey. Some of her teaching and training 
workshops have garnered sponsorships and 
endorsements from the USDA, the Alabama 
Education Association, and the National 
Education Association. She was also 
selected as an “HBCU All Star to the White 
House” in 2017-2018 for her postgraduate 
research in using natural remedies to treat 
anxiety, depression, and chronic pain in 
women. Arianne obtained a MS in Family 

and Consumer Science from Alabama 
Agricultural and Mechanical University, and 
gained her BA in Mass Communications 
from Clark Atlanta University. Her 
postgraduate research programs and 
workshops have been endorsed by 13 
colleges and universities in the southeast, as 
well as several churches and residential 
treatment facilities as supplemental personal 
development. 
 

MASKS OF LOVE PROJECT:  
A BIG THANK YOU goes out to all FCE 
members and Extension agents who made 
masks! Extension administrators were 
impressed with your effort and kind gesture. 
The statewide effort unintentionally 
marketed UT Extension and the FCE 
program throughout the state; great job! 
Many clubs used the effort as a marketing 
and recruiting opportunity! Smart move to 
increase membership…  
 

In the Western Region, 11,338 masks were 
distributed to: food service workers, faith-
based community, Postal Service workers, 
Strawberry Farm in Milan, WTREC 
employees, retirement centers, clinics, 
doctors’ offices, Home Health employees, 
industry workers, medical centers, nursing 
homes, fire departments, police departments, 
UT Extension employees, bank tellers, 
grocery store employees, Department of 
Transportation employees, county Health 
Department employees, surgery centers, 
hospitals, Emergency Medical Service 
(EMS) employees, eye care centers, assisted 
living facilities, churches, pastors, deacons, 
John Deere, county justice complexes, 
county government offices, county 911, 
utility companies, city halls, salons, rescue 
squads, health and rehab centers, mental 
health group homes, local pharmacies, 
Walmart stores, family members, friends, 
and restaurants.  
 

The Masks of Love were made by 3,136 
FCE members and a few Extension agents in 



17 counties. Since March, 3,712 volunteer 
hours have been devoted to constructing 
masks, totaling an economic impact of 
$94,396.16. 
 

DEANS OFFICE: 
Effective June 1st, Dr. Robert Burns has 
resigned as Dean of UT Extension to have 
more time to focus on family. He resumed 
his position as distinguished professor in the 
Department of Biosystems Engineering and 
Soil Science. Dr. Scott Senseman is serving 
as Interim Dean. 
 

Lastly, I miss seeing all of you, and look 
forward to our reunion soon! 
 

Sincerely,  
Lynn Brookins 
Western Region Program Leader 
 

2021 TAFCE Conference: Patricia 
Davison, Conference Coordinator 
This year’s state conference has been 
cancelled, but Western Region is still 
hosting the 2021 TAFCE Conference. It is at 
the Embassy Suites at Cool Springs in 
Franklin, TN, on November 14-17, 2021. 
 

We are in some very unusual times right 
now as all of you are very aware. With that 
being said, we must still work on and plan 
for the conference for 2021. The State Board 
has asked me to still proceed with the theme 
boards. We usually do the theme board 
contest at Mini-Conference, and though that 
has been cancelled, we will be proceeding 
with the contest—just in a quite different 
way. I have sent letters to all county 
presidents and FCS Agents on how you can 
participate.  
 

I know that we are not allowed to meet in a 
group at this time. However, you can talk on 
the phone or send e-mails to discuss ideas 
and brainstorm. Once your county has its 
theme idea, have one person put together a 
theme board for that idea, along with 
suggestions for favors, centerpieces, 

decorations, and gifts. If you are unable to 
go out and purchase these items, please find 
a picture of them to include.  
 

Each county may enter one board with these 
requirements: 

1-should be on a tri-fold board;  
2-should have a main theme for TAFCE 
Conference 2021; 
3-should have names suggested for: 
     -hospitality room 
     -gift shop 
     -Cultural Arts room; 
4-should have ideas for: 
     -favors for Tuesday night’s banquet 
     -favors/gifts for the Alumni dinner 
     -favors/gifts for all FCE members in 
      attendance;   
5-should have samples of any decorations, 
gifts and favors, or a picture, with price and 
place of purchase, if possible. 
 

Once you have your theme board completed, 
please take a picture of the board (a couple 
with the whole board and then some up 
close of all your ideas; you may have to take 
more than one to get a close-up of the theme 
name and the other information on it). If you 
are not including purchased samples, then 
please have pictures of them on a separate 
poster board along with where to get that 
item and the prices, and take a picture of 
that. Please send all pictures, county, and 
contact person via e-mail to me at 
pdavisonfce@yahoo.com (in the subject 
line, please put 2021 STATE THEME 
BOARD CONTEST) by MIDNIGHT 
AUGUST 4, 2020. PLEASE KEEP YOUR 
BOARDS and all items that go with it; I 
MAY NEED THEM. 
 

Each Western Region member will be 
allowed to vote once for the theme anytime 
during the voting period, from August 5th 
through midnight of August 11th. Just go to: 
https://utk.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0
v4F9CEQsQ6kAxn, look at all the themes, 
and vote for the one you would like. The top 



three boards from the voting process will be 
presented to the TAFCE Board at their 
August meeting for final selection. I will get 
with the vote winners to get their board and 
other display items.  Once the TAFCE 
Board has made its decision, I will let 
everyone know our theme.  

At our L-I-A in January, we started our sign-
up sheets for different committees. 
PLEASE, PLEASE think about how you 
would like to help with our conference. We 
still need co-chairs for committees, workers, 
and just lots of help with getting everything 
done so that we will have a GREAT TAFCE 
Conference hosted by Western Region!!!  

Committees and chairs so far are: 
Decorating— 
Entertainment & Speaker— 
Favors & Gifts— 
Games & Rec—Janie Jones, Sunnye McKeel 
Gift Shop—Pennye Mays, Betty Bequette 
Goody Bags— 
Hospitality Room—Elenora Mallory,  Willie 
 Mae Miller 
Hostesses— 
Invitation—(We are still asked to do this!) 
Learning Sessions— 
Registration—WR & TAFCE Treasurers, 
 need helpers 
Service Project— 
Cultural Arts & Fashion Revue: Region 
 chairs, need helpers 
Tours—Ann Luther, Jann Vanderlinden 
Walk-In Workshops— 
 

Our 1st Conference Planning session will 
be September 21st, 2020, at the UT Ag 
Research Center in Jackson at 1:00 pm.  
 

If there are any questions, please feel free to 
contact me at 731-439-6865 or via email at 
pdavisonfce@yahoo.com. 
 

Vice President for Programs, 
Nancy Gegner  
Creative Writing first and second place 
county winners are due to me by July 1st. 
Any entry postmarked after July 1 will not 

be accepted. Region winners will be 
recognized in the October newsletter. The 
state winners will be recognized at the 2021 
TAFCE Conference. 
 

Because of the pandemic, the Western 
Region Board, in conjunction with the state 
board’s decision to do likewise, voted to not 
have an officer election this year, and 
current officers will retain their positions.  
 

Treasurer, Emma Shupe 
Please send dues with contact info (name, 
address, primary phone number, and email) 
for any new member to me at 100 Greystone 
Lane, Waverly, TN 37185. 
 

Please send county info to me by September 
21 for the October newsletter. You can 
email articles and photos to me at 
esshupe@yahoo.com.  
 

Board Bio: 
Susie Rodgers, Secretary 
I have been married to my God-given husband, 
Robert, for 13 years. He and I both firmly believe 
God put us together, considering he lived in Fulton 
County, KY, and I lived in Gibson County, TN, at the 
time. I have 6 children, 2 by birth and 4 by choice. 
Robert and I have 9 grandchildren and are expecting 
number 10, a girl, in August. We are equally blessed 
with a sassy great-granddaughter and a great-
grandson. I have always tried to live and teach my 
children to treat others as one wants to be treated. 
Robert and I recently purchased a new home in 
Tennessee, and we are eager to move! 
 

I grew up in Yorkville, TN, whose claim to fame was 
cattle shows, and later, Congressman Edward Jones. I 
attended high school during the years when girls took  
Home Economics and boys were FFA members. I did 
basic sewing in class, plus when I married my high 
school beau, I got a Bonus Mother who was an 
excellent seamstress, never needing a pattern. Since I 
had married an only child, I quickly became her 
daughter. Naomi taught me so much about sewing, 
though many things I have actually forgotten. She 
even taught me to crochet while my then-husband 
was serving with the Army. This kept my mind busy 
during the year we lived in Germany. 
 

Through the years, I have taught Sunday school, have 
been youth leader, served as PTA secretary, and have 
written church columns for the local newspaper. I 



currently write a monthly newsletter for West KY 
Baptist Association, and it goes out to over 500 
homes across Hickman County. Robert and I attend 
the small church which his great-grandfather helped 
found over a hundred years ago. I am active with our 
ladies’ prayer group, help with the kitchen, and head 
up our Samaritan's Purse shoeboxes each year. 
Leaving will be hard for my husband.   
 

I have several hobbies which vary according to my 
mood. I enjoy sewing, crocheting, reading, listening 
to country music, baking (not cooking), some cross-
stitch, and ever since I was in elementary school, my 
passion has been photography. Taking photos of 
individuals has always been my favorite. Robert and I 
love to travel, and do so as much as possible. 
 

I have always admired the "club ladies" as they have 
always been referred. I would see their work and 
dedication to the communities in our local 
newspaper. I really did think club was a private 
invitation only, then in 2016, I was invited by one of 
Mason Hall FCE ladies to attend a meeting, and I 
quickly joined. Then a few months later, I taught a 
class with some of the Crystal Club FCE ladies, and 
stayed with them, too.  
 

Both clubs have their own specialty, I think. While 
Mason Hall FCE members are awesome quilters, 
Crystal FCE has some of the state’s best crafters. 
These are some very talented ladies, as many of you 
already know. They have become such wonderful 
friends. From January to the end of March, Mason 
Hall ladies quilt as a group, and make lap quilts and 
walker covers in addition to doing their own quilting 
at home. A small part of Mason Hall's work includes 
donating  lap quilts and walker covers to nursing 
homes, assisted living, and anyone in need, giving to 
St. Jude, taking part in Walk Across TN, donating to 
Kenton School, and providing meals for families 
during the loss of family members. Crystal Club 
gives to St. Jude, provides snacks for one of the area 
schools, volunteers at Discovery Park of America, 
participates in Walk Across TN, and donates hats, 
scarves, and gloves to the homeless of Obion County. 
Each April, the two clubs gather for Cultural Arts, 
then later in the month, have Achievement Day and 
Fashion Revue. Reading awards, perfect attendance, 
and years of membership honors are given out. The 
ladies strut their stuff with the Fashion Revue as they 
model their attire, complete with jewelry for each 
outfit. This is one of the few times a year these ladies 
are together, and they certainly have a day of fun, 
fellowship, and food! They are amazing cooks! 
 

I have helped with the Obion County fair each year 
since becoming a club member, not only with my 
own entries but helping others. I have been a 

historian for Mason Hall Club, am currently their 
secretary and enter their club news to the local 
newspaper, and am co-chair of Obion 
County's Facebook page.  Since joining Obion 
County FCE, I have been active with both clubs. I 
have completed  FCL training, helped teach FCL, 
helped at Mini-Conference, and taught a craft class 
when TAFCE Conference was held in Memphis. I 
volunteer at one of the two assisted living homes in 
Union City, and we have the best time crafting, 
talking, and sharing ideas. Due to Covid-19, I am 
missing my FCE friends and assisted living friends. 
 

I owe endless thanks to Emma Shupe for answering 
my many questions ever since we met. She has taught 
me so much. 
 

I hope each club will be able to get back to some type 
of normalcy soon so we can be together again. I feel 
honored to be Western Region Secretary, and hope to 
do a good job. I certainly want our organization to 
grow.         —Susie Rodgers 
 

“It is the sweet, simple things of life which are the 
real ones after all.”      —Laura Ingalls Wilder 
 

COUNTY NEWS 

Humphreys County 
Our clubs may not be meeting in person 
during the China virus pandemic, but many 
of our club members have been busy with 
volunteer projects. 
 

McEwen FCE Club has welcomed a new 
member, Allison Timbs, who has made over 
600 masks and given them to various 
businesses and essential workers. Club 
members Debbie Timbs, Dolores Branch, 
and Allison Timbs have all been busy 
making masks, donating 150 to the local 
hospital, Three Rivers Hospital. 
 

The McEwen Club wanted to show 
appreciation to their local police department 
while supporting a local business. They 
donated gift cards to Memories and 
Marmalade, a McEwen deli, to the McEwen 
police officers. 
 

McNairy County  
The year started off with a bang on 
accomplishing our goals that we had set, and 
then Covid–19 hits. Well that did not stop 



us. We have an awesome group of ladies. 
Even though we could not meet, we still 
contained to work.  Through hard work, we 
have provided snacks for the ICU units at 
Jackson Madison Hospital; made heart- 
shaped pillows, made seat belt covers, 
collected scarves, and gave a donation for 
compassion kits for Kirkland Cancer Center; 
donated food to our local food pantry, 
Loaves and Fishes; put canned goods in the 
local park blessing box; and made walker 
bags and bibs for a nursing home. Also a 
few of our ladies really stepped up to make 
masks for our county. 
 

We are looking forward to the time when we 
can get back together and work, educate, be 
involved in our community, and just spend 
time with one another. It has been a difficult 
year so far, but we are a strong, caring and 
committed group of ladies who can still 
accomplish what we start out to achieve. 
   —Patricia Davison, Reporter 
 
 

 
 
Pictured above, from left to right, are Linda 
Browning, Beverly Walton, Bobby Baker, 
Barbara Isbell (President), and Deb Baker, 
who are workers at Loaves and Fishes, 
handing out donated food while wearing 
some of the masks our county made. 
 
 
 
 

Obion County 
During the Covid-19 shutdown, several 
members of Obion County FCE made masks 
for those in need. One member, Amy Wall 
of Crystal Club, with the help of her sister, 
went above and beyond, providing over 
1,800 masks for parts of West Tennessee 
and Western Kentucky. Her supplies were 
donated by the local Joann’s. 
            —Susie Rodgers 
 

“It is not what happens to you that determines 
how far you will go in life; it is how you handle 
what happens to you.”              —Zig Ziglar 
 

“Every day, find something to be grateful for.” 
                         —unknown 
 

“Tears of joy are like the summer raindrops 
pierced by sunbeams.”             —Hosea Ballou 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FCE is in partnership with the University of 
Tennessee Extension. Membership is open to all 
interested persons regardless of race, color, 
national origin, sex, age or disability.  
 

FCE Goal: To educate 
 

FCE Mission: To strengthen communities by 
improving the quality of life of individuals and 
families through continuing education, leadership 
development, and community service 
 

FCE Vision: To empower members to be the 
leaders in meeting the needs of our ever changing 
and diverse society 


