
 
 
 
To the Hive: 
 

None of us ever expected to have our daily 
activities severely curtailed! But the blessing 
is that we are educated and are actually 
prepared for emergencies! Surely each one 
of us is finding time we were wishing for. 
We’ve changed our plans, and our resiliency 
is ready to take on the next challenge. You 
have time to finish that project for Cultural 
Arts or Fashion Revue, to write something 
for Creative Writing, or to contact a friend. 
 

The sister of my oldest friend lives in 
Dickson, and I’ve chatted with her, as well 
as my friend who’s in assisted living in 
Virginia. Technology allows us many ways 
to keep in touch, and provides means to 
learn new skills. Another old friend in 
assisted living prefers keeping up on 
Facebook Messenger. Myriad ways! 
 

As of now, we will still have Mini-
Conference on August 4th, with special guest 
Jacquie Hillman. If that changes, we’ll let 
you know. Meanwhile, enjoy the new life 
and excitement of spring! Take a ramble, 
watch the birds, sing a song, read a book, 
study your Bible, pray! And I am praying 
for all of you with love! 
 

Happy Spring! 
Barbara Beeman, TAFCE-WR President 
 

“Spring will come and so will happiness. Hold on. 
Life will get warmer.”              —Anita Krizzan 
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DATES 
June 2-3, FCL Training, Lebanon 
July 23-26, NAFCE Conference, Portland, OR 
Aug. 4, Mini-Conference, Jackson 
Aug. 25-26, FCL Training, Lebanon 
Oct. 11-17, National FCE Week 
Nov. 8-11, TAFCE Conference, Kingsport 
Nov. 14-17, 2021, TAFCE Conference,  
 Embassy Suites, Cool Springs 
 

“Spring unlocks the flowers to paint the laughing 
soil.”                     —Bishop Reginald Heber 
 

REPORTS 
2021 TAFCE Conference: Patricia 
Davison, Conference Coordinator 
Western Region will host the 2021 TAFCE 
Conference on November 14-17, 2021, at 
the Cool Springs Embassy Suites in 
Franklin, TN. 
 

The theme board contest will be held at 
Mini-Conference, so start thinking about a 
theme and all the little details to include on 
your county submission. Each county may 
enter one tri-fold board. 
 



Theme board entry requirements: 
1-should be on a tri-fold board, and set up at 
the WR Mini-Conference on August 4 by 
9:15AM by the county presenting the theme; 
2-should have a main theme for the TAFCE 
Conference; 
3-should have names suggested for: 
     -hospitality room 
     -gift shop 
     -Cultural Arts room 
4-should have ideas for: 
     -favors for Tuesday night’s banquet 
     -favors/gifts for the Alumni luncheon 
     -favors/gifts for all FCE members in 
      attendance (past examples include FCE  
      throw, padded folio, umbrella, FCE bag, 
      backscratcher, shoe bag, flash drive);   
5-should have samples of any decorations, 
gifts and favors, or a picture, with price and 
place of purchase, if possible. 
Tables for the contest will be set up at M-C. 
Accessories for your county display may be 
brought to elaborate on your theme, with 
space limited to the area in front of your 
county tri-fold board. 
 

Each member in attendance at M-C will be 
given one vote for the board of their choice. 
Vote totals will be disclosed in the afternoon 
session. The top three boards will be 
presented to the TAFCE Board at their 
August meeting for final selection. All of the 
items you have displayed with your theme 
board will be taken by me to that meeting. 
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact me at 731-439-6865, or via email at 
pdavisonfce@yahoo.com. Please let me 
know by July 28th if your county will be 
participating in this contest. 
 

At January’s L-I-A, we started our sign-up 
sheets for the different committees. This will 
continue at Mini-Conference, so think about 
how and where you would like to help. We 
will need co-chairs for committees, workers, 
and just lots of help with getting everything 
done so that this will be another GREAT 

TAFCE Conference hosted by Western 
Region! 
 

Committees and chairs so far are: 
Decorating—Lee Bittinger 
Entertainment & Speaker— 
Favors & Gifts— 
Games & Rec—Janie Jones, Sunnye     
 McKeel 
Gift Shop—Pennye Mays, Betty Bequette 
Goody Bags— 
Hospitality Room— 
Hostess— 
Invitation— 
Learning Sessions 
Registration—WR & TAFCE Treasurers 
Service Project— 
TAFCE Contests—Cultural Arts & Fashion 
 Revue Chairs as helpers 
Tours—Ann Luther, Jann Vanderlinden 
Walk-In Workshops— 
 

You can call or email me to sign up for 
committees! Watch for more information on 
when we will have our first Conference 
Planning Meeting! 
 

Vice President for Programs, 
Nancy Gegner  
Creative Writing first and second place 
county winners are due to me by July 1st. 
Any entries received after this date will not 
be accepted. 
 

For anyone interested in serving on the 
Western Region Board, the offices of 
President, Vice President for Public Policy, 
and Treasurer are up for election at Mini-
Conference. I encourage you to read the 
position’s duties, and to pray over your 
decision to serve on our board. Applications 
can be downloaded from the TAFCE 
website, and are due to me by June 30th. 
 

Treasurer, Emma Shupe 
Please send dues with contact info (name, 
address, primary phone number, and email) 
for any new member to me at 100 Greystone 
Lane, Waverly, TN 37185. 



Please send county info to me by June 15 for 
the July newsletter, and by September 21 for 
the October newsletter. You can email 
articles and photos to me at 
esshupe@yahoo.com.  
 

Board Bio: 
Nancy Gegner, VP Programs 
My husband and I retired to our property in 
Tennessee in September, 2011, and found 
our church home in mid-2012. I was invited 
by one of the ladies of my church to join her 
FCE club, attending my first meeting in 
January, 2013. I joined that same day, and 
have been an active member ever since. The 
friendships I have made by attending the 
different classes and conferences, and 
staying active in my own local group 
continue to amaze and bless me. 
 

I have been busy with FCE in holding 
offices and attending classes: WR VP 
Programs; club secretary for 3 years; club 
representative for county council for 6 years; 
FCL graduate; FCL teacher; county council 
secretary; 2019 TAFCE Conference First 
Timers Gifts Committee, Presenters Gifts 
Committee, Alumni Gifts Committee, and 
Registration; attended Leadership-In-Action 
and Mini-Conference; helped with WR 
Fashion Revue; received pin for recruiting 5 
new members in one year, and still 
recruiting; served on McNairy County FCE 
Scholarship Committee for high school 
scholarships; and Chair of McNairy County 
FCE Women’s Suffrage Committee. 
 

Emma Shupe, Treasurer 
I consider myself to be a strong woman with 
a vivid Emmagination. Growing up a farm 
girl in Virginia, working on my sister’s 
cabbage farm, taught me the value of family, 
hard work, self-reliance, and kindness. My 
upbringing grounded me morally and 
conservatively. I graduated with a BS in 
Biology from Virginia Tech, where I met 
my husband. Jim and I enjoy shooting 
sporting clays, boating, fishing, and just 

being together. We have two beautiful, 
intelligent daughters: Jennifer is an engineer 
turned project manager for a pool company; 
Ginger is a psychiatrist. 
 

I was the bookkeeper for my husband’s 
hardwood flooring and dimension products 
business for 25 years. I have served as a Girl 
Scout leader, children’s Sunday school 
teacher, VBS teacher, PTA secretary, and 
band booster treasurer. I joined FCE (then 
Home Demonstration) in 1981. I have had 
the honor of serving, and still serve, in 
leadership positions on my club, county, 
region, and state boards, and serve on the 
Humphreys County Extension Advisory 
Committee. I have also served on the UT 
Extension Advisory Committee.  In addition 
to FCE positions, I serve as secretary for the 
21st Century Education Foundation for our 
local community college, and on the Foster 
Care Review Team. I am a UT Extension 
Master Gardener. I help at my county fair, 
and volunteer to judge at 4-H events and at 
other county fairs. 
 

I enjoy gardening, traveling, reading, 
writing, and doing puzzles. My current 
passion is photography, and through my 
photos, I enjoy sharing God’s beauty with 
my friends on Facebook. As a proud Hokie 
for life, I live by the Virginia Tech motto Ut 
Prosim: That I May Serve. Go Hokies! 
   

COUNTY NEWS 

Henry County 
I am sending a heartfelt “Thank You” to my 
FCE friends who in my time of painful grief 
from the tragic death of my grandson, 
Clayton King Beathard, showered me with 
prayers, beautiful cards, and meaningful and 
sweet words and thoughts through notes, 
texts, and phone calls. I really appreciate 
everyone’s thoughts and prayers.  
   Fondly, 
   Cynthia Summers 
 
 



McNairy County  
January brought us together for the first time 
in 2020. As we usually do at the first of the 
year, we set our yearly goals to accomplish 
as a club. We are putting our efforts and 
time into our county more this year. We are 
adopting one of the local elementary schools 
to give school supplies, providing snacks for 
the ICU at our hospital, providing pillows, 
seat belt covers, scarves, and compassion 
kits for the Kirkland Cancer Center, 
donating food items to our local food pantry, 
and donating miscellaneous feminine items 
to the local Carl Perkins Center, just to name 
a few.  
 

Sharing Hearts held its monthly meeting in 
February, with Ag Agent Ricky Mathenia 
presenting the program on “Gardening 
Hacks.” He shared hacks that would and 
wouldn’t work for our gardens. 
 

Since we canceled all of FCE events due to 
Covid 19, we are encouraging our members 
to work at home on projects. They are also 
encouraged to work on items for Cultural 
Arts. 
 

We hope and pray that everyone is safe 
during this challenging time. 
   —Patricia Davison, Reporter 

 
Pictured l-r back row: Secretary Patricia 
Davison, Tim Davison, Ag Agent Ricky 
Mathenia, Loretta Plunk, Nancy Gegner, 
Don Willis, Pat Cates, and Vice President 
Frances Willis; front row: FCS Agent 
Schancey Chapman, President Barbara 
Isbell, Susie Holley, and Debra Holland. 
 

“The beautiful spring came, and when nature 
resumes her loveliness, the human soul is apt to 
revive also.”                        —Harriet Ann Jacobs 
 

“If people did not love one another, I really don’t 
see what use there would be in having any 
spring.”                           —Victor Hugo 
 

“The magic in new beginnings is truly the most 
powerful of them all.”              —Josiyah Martin 
 

“Spring adds new life and new beauty to all that 
is.”                   —Jessica Harrelson  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FCE is in partnership with the University of 
Tennessee Extension. Membership is open to all 
interested persons regardless of race, color, 
national origin, sex, age or disability.  
 

FCE Goal: To educate 
 

FCE Mission: To strengthen communities by 
improving the quality of life of individuals and 
families through continuing education, leadership 
development, and community service 
 

FCE Vision: To empower members to be the 
leaders in meeting the needs of our ever changing 
and diverse society 


